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Fourth entered the gates of Liibeck as the city's
guest. It is a curious fact that his visit coincided
with the death of Waldemar on the island of
Zealand ; but in those days of slow communication
the news did not reach the emperor till after the
festivities were over.

On October 22nd, the Emperor, accompanied by
the Empress, the Archbishop of Cologne, prince-
bishops, dukes, earls, and suzerains many and
mighty, halted before the closed gates of Liibeck.
His suite, his armed retainers, and those of his
party, made such a numerous host that Liibeck
hesitated awhile ere opening its gates to so great
a multitude, not feeling wholly sure whether their
mission were indeed one of peace, or whether an
affectation of peace was meant to cover a deceitful
attack. For such things were not uncommon in
those days.

After some preliminaries it was however decided to
let them all in. A halt had been made outside the-
walls. Here was situated the Chapel of St. Gertrude,
patron saint of strangers. The chapel was the property
of the municipal council, and to obtain relics for it the
town had spent many sums of money. Among
other matters, they boasted of possessing some bones
of Thomas a Becket, and It is curious to note that
they sent over to England to buy these at the very
time Chaucer was superintendent of tolls in the
harbour of London, and was writing his immortal
" Canterbury Tales," in which he derides the
frauds constantly practised upon the purchasers of
such wares; as in his " Pardonere's Tale." Now